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The Works of Father Jos8 Burgos 
LUIS MA. ARANETA 

D R. JOSE A. BURGOS, Catholic priest and Filipino na- 
tional hero, died a martyr in the struggle for liberty a t  
Bagong-Bayan on 17 February 1872. The circumstances 
of his death are well known. Less known perhaps is the 

fact that he was one of the most prolific of Filipino writers. 
During the twelve-year period between 1860 and his death in 
1872, he wrote an amazing number of works. The titles of a t  
least forty-four are known to us. 

These works are in manuscript. To my knowledge, only 
one of them has so far been published: La Loba Negra, pub- 
lished, we believe for the first time, in a limited edition by A. 
M. Luzurriaga of Bacolod, Negros Occidental. Subsequently 
an attempt to publish it in installments in La D e m m i a  was 
interrupted by the war in 1941. A new edition by Luciano de 
la Rosa has come out recently (Manila 1958). The remainder 
of his works are unpublished. Of the forty-four known works, 
manuscripts of twelve are in my possession, as well as a type- 
written transcript of the Mare Magnum' which the late Her- 
minegildo Cruz prepared for publication, but was never actually 
published. 

The writings of Father Burgos show a deep concern for the 
younger generation whom he calls "bella esperanza de nuestra 
amada patria''-fair hope of the fatherland.? His works show 

1  he, compl.?te title is Mare magnum 6 sea mis Cltimas rnenzorias. 
Legendas y cuentos filipinos prologue, paragraph 2. 
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his real desire to lead his countrymen in the path of true na- 
tionalism, a nationalism which was not negative but rather 
positive, by imparting to us his countrymen a knowledge of 
Philippine history, Philippine ethnology, Philippine folklore, 
Philippine botany, science, etc., with a view to acquainting us 
with the roots of our own culture. 

Muchos de estos relatos de g r h  merit0 para  nuestra futura gene- 
raci6n no hbn sido nunca comentados y menos publicados poi- nuestros 
hermanos de antaiio quizas por considerarlo de muy poca 6 ninguna im- 
portancia; pero que s e g h  mi humilde opinibn serian sin duda alguna 
para el estudio cientifico de nuestra etnologia y otras ciencias asocia- 
das  de nuestra fu tura  juventud; bella esperanza de nuestra amada 
 atria.^ 

Father Bulgos, unfortunately, was not a good writer. His 
Spanish though fluent and copious, was not elegant, and his 
style was excursive, repetitious, redundant, That is obvious to 
anyone who reads his works. 

It almost seems as if Father Burgos had a premonition of 
an early death. He seems to have foreseen that his efforts to 
work for the betterment of his people would be rewarded with 
a violent death on the scaffold. This may explain the haste 
which is apparent in his works. He wrote profusely on many 
subjects, as if desiring to cram into the little space of years 
left to him a tremendous quantity of written work. 

There was another difficulty against which he labored. I t  
cost him prodigious labor, as he tells us in the prologue to his 
Leyendas y Cuentos Filipinos, to dig up his material in the 
archives of Manila. 'What he says about the Manila archives 
in 1860 is worth quoting in full, for i t  is not irrelevant to the 
archival situation in Manila today, a hundred years later: 

Espero qu3e mi amable y querido lector sabra apreciar las dificul- 
tades que en mi paso encontrh cuando recopilaba; estos datos por varios 
motivos; siendo una de las mLs principales el estaao t a n  desastroso 
como se encontrnban estos legajos en el archivo; que sin orden n i  con- 
cierto aparecian en montones abandonados; y menos orden cronol6gico 
que deberian teller y por 6ltimo el inusitado dafio que dve ellos han hecho 
10s insectos y animales roedores, l a  humeaad del tiempo, y el polvo y 
por 6ltimo la  calidad poco apetecible del papel y la tinta donde estaban 
escritas; que lo habian usado a1 preparar estos antiquisimos papeles 10s 
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primitivos escribas; en muchos de ellos la tinta e s t i  casi borrada y 
uno tenia que reconstruir palabras carconlidas de la polilla y otros ani- 
m a l ~  destructores.4 

Father Burgos was in the habit of appending to his manus- 
cripts a list of his other ~vorks .~ The most complete list is that 
appended to  the Mare Magnum, but this list must have been 
compiled after Father Burgos' death, as i t  mentions the sub- 
sequent annotations made by Rizal and Blumentritt. The list 
is entitled "Obras Indditas y Folletos del mismo autor Dr. P. 
Josd ApoLonio Burgos. Halladas en el extrangero." The follow- 
ing works are included: 

1. Humana vitae (sic) tle unas 100 piginas-Manila 1870. 
2 .  Mare magnurr-de unas 76 piginas-Manila 1870. 
3 .  La Conchologia de Filipinas-de unas 87 piginas-Vigan 1861. 
4. Historla de la Religi6n Romana en Filipinas y sus n~iste~ios--de 

unas 110 piginas-Manila 1863. 
5. Estado de Filipinas antes y a la llegada de 10s Espaiioles-de unas 

120 pbginas-Manila 1864. 
6. M k i c a  saclo-profana filipina-12 largas piginas escritas en pa- 

pel pautado de hilo--Manila 1866. 
7 .  No1 Basio y Tia Nila-semi c6mico-Manila 1866. 
8 .  Estudios sobre la vida del Filipino pre-hist6rico-unas 105 piginas 

-Manila 1866. 
9 .  ~ Q u C  es el fraile?-de unas 80 pbginas-Manila 1869. 

10. Los misterios de la carl-ra sacerdotal-de unas 100 piginas- 
Manila 1870. 

11. Misterios conventuales-de unas 87 piginas-Manila 1867. 
12. Qu6 es la Biblia y como el vulgo debe de interpretarlo-Manila 

1868. 
13. Creencias y costu~nbres dc 10s Filipinos-cle unas 200 piginas, con 

anotaciones del Dr. Jose Rizal y del Pi-of. Fernando Blumentritt, 
manuscrito-Manila 1868-69. 

14.  Estudios soble la arqueologia cle Manila, i la llegada de 10s Es- 
paiioles. Obra premiada con medalla d t  oro por mi Alma Mater, 
l a  Universidad de Santo Tomis, Manila 1871. 

15. Coillo debe de aclministrarse 10s santos sacrif~cios-de unas 77 
piginas-Manila 1871. 

16.  Loe cides de Filipinas-dc unas 38 piginas-Manila 1866-67. 

'4 Zbid. paragraph 10. 
5 On page 202 of the nu .  copy I have of Leyendas g cuentos filipinos 

he begins a "Lista de algunas obritas inkditas y manuscritas escritas 
por mi." There s r e  36 titles in tha t  list. 
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17.  Cuentos y leyendas filipinos-Prblogo poi- Jacinto Zamora-Ma- 
nila 1860. 

18.  Estragos baiiados e n  sangre de la  Religibn Romana-de  unas 100 
pLginas, con anotaciones del Prof. Fernando Blumentritt--Manila 
1867-68. 

19.  Misterios de la eantificacibn-de unas 47 piginas-Manila 1867. 
20. Reglamentos sobre l a  administracibn del confesionario- de unas 

47 pfiginas. 
21.  L a  lucha de la  Religi6n contra !a ciencia-con anotaciones del Dr. 

Jos6 Rizal-Manila 1860-61. 
22.  Como sa forman las Religiones-Manila 1854-60. 
23 .  i E s  verdad 10s milagros?-de unas 76 piginas-Manila 1869-61. 
24.  Los misterios de  la Santa Inquisici6n en Filipinas-de unas 130 

piginas-Manila 1862-63. 
25.  Estudios sobre l a  pesca en Filipinas-de unas 77 piginas-Manila 

1866-67. 
26. Los reyes filipinos-con anotaciones del Prof. Fernando Blumen- 

tritt-Manila 1860. 
27. L a  sublevacibn de Novales en Manila. 
28 .  ~ P u e d e  la  Religibn mejorar a1 hombre?-de unas 100 piginas- 

Manila 1870. 
29 .  Hechos virtuosos de San Jose y la Virgen Maria-Manila 1870. 
30. Remedios que este pais necesita-de unas 180 piginas. 
31. Calamidades pfiblicas en este pais-Manila 1868. 
32.  ~Vendr .8  el fin del mundo?-Manila 1861. 
33. E l  cultivo de la  inteligencia en este pais-Manila 1868. 
34. E l  Capitan Diego de Salcedo-Manila 1867. 
35. Presagios y vaticinios-Manila 1866. 
36. Sermones pronunciados-de unas 182 piginas. 
37.  Estelas de sangre-de unas 366 piginas-Manila 1862. 
38. L a  loba negra (Asu'ng Itin>)-de unas 114 piginas-Manila 1869. 
39. Rituales idoltitricos filipinos-de unas 230 piginas. 
40 .  Reformas que deberian practicarse-de unas 140 piginas. 
41.  Estudio comparativo de; 10s rituales salvajes-de unas 170 phginas. 
42.  Crimines de la antigua Manila-de unas 214 piginas-Manila 1857. 
43.  Coleccibn de car tas  a D. Carlos Ma. de L a  Torre-de unas 22 

piginas. Y otras mas. 

One work, Los Conflictos de la Religidn y el Estdo, Manila 
1861, is not included in the above list. Its title we gathered 
from his other works. Of all these titles, forty-four in number, 
we have manuscripts of nos. 1 (in two volumes), 11, 13, 17, 23, 
26, 32, 35, 37, and Los Conflictos de la Religidn y el Esbado, 
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which was not cited in his list. As we have said, we also have 
a transcript of co. 2. 

Besides the fact that the style of these works leaves much 
to be desired, it must also be admitted that some of them pos- 
sess little intrinsic interest for us today, a full century after 
they were written. Whatever interest there is in some of them 
derives from the fact that they were written by Burgos, whose 
name is justly held in veneration throughout these Islands. 
But though some works are of little intrinsic value now, 
others still possess considerable interest even today. They cer- 
tainly possessed immense interest for Ferdinand Blumentritt 
and J o d  Rizal who t o ~ k  the trouble not only to read them 
but also to ancotate them. Indeed the influence of Burgos 
upon Rizal is unmistakable. Similarities between passages of 
Burgos' works and passages of Rizal's can be detected. For 
instance, Burgos in the epilogue to his work Presagios y Vatici- 
nios, says: 

!Compatriotas!, elevad vuestro pensamiento en lo mas elevado que 
podais; orad para que el Supremo Omnipotente y Omniciente; nos dB 
una  caja  en don& podamos colocar dentro de ella todas nue,stras vani- 
dades; lujo, requizas, egoismo, pretenciones y aspiraciones vanas y luego 
que esta ca ja  est6 llena, bendigamos il. la Mujer, Madre de todos 10s 
hombres, y rogarla para que lo lleve en 10s mas elevados precipicios de 
una escarpada roca, que en su fondo tenga 10s insonaables abismos de 
un  mar ;  y all6 10s arroje;  en las profundidas (sic) del oceano, all& no 
harftn daiio a nadie, all& permanecerh  tranquilos entre las madreporas y 
10s peces, a118 no levantaran la  codicia y el ma1 a e  la humanidad; ese, es 
el sitio que le  pertenece hasta  l a  consumaci6n &e 10s eternidades; en- 
tonces encontraremos hombres que trabajen por el bien de nuestra patria 
querida 6 idolatrada, que trabajen para t u  bien sin mirar a1 lucro, sacri- 
ficando sus bienes 6 intereses propios para el bien de todos.6 

Rizal, on the other hand, ends up his El Filibusterismo with this 
passage which echoes the thought of Burgos: 

El P. Florentino m i d  B sus pies. Allft abajo se veian las  oscuras 
olas del Pacifico batir l as  concavidades de la  roca, produciendo sonoros 
truenos, a1 mismo tiempo que, heridas por un ray0 de luna, olas y 
espumas brillaban como chispas de fuego, como pufiados de brillantes 

6 Page 222 in my codex. 
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que arrojase a1 -ire a lg i~n  genio del abisn~o. Mir6 en derrutdor suyo. 
Estaba solo. L a  solitaria costa se perdia h lo lejos en vana neblina, 
que la luna desvarlecia hasta  confundirla con el horizonte. E l  bosque 
murmuraba vocx3 ininteligibles. E l  anciano entonces, con el esfuerzo 
de sus herculeos brazos, lanz6 la maleta a1 espacio arrojrindola a1 mar. 
Gir6 varias veces sobre si misma, y descend% rhpidamente trazando una 
pequeiia curva, reflejando sobre su pulimentada superficie algunos pri- 
lidos rayos. E l  anciano vi6 sal tar  gotas, oy6 un ruido quebrado, y el 
abismo se cer6 tragrindose el tesaro. Esperb algunos instantes para 
ver si e l  abismo devolveria algo, per0 la  ola volvi6 ri cerrarse t an  mis- 
teriosa con10 antes, sin aumentar en un pliegue nlris su rizada superficie, 
como si en la inmensidad del m a r  s6l0 hubiese caido un pequeiio 
pedrusco. 

-!Que la  nuturaleza te  guarde en 10s profundos abismos, entre 
10s corales y perlas de sus eternos mares! dijo entonces el clBrigo ex- 
tendiendo solemncnte l a  mano. Cuando para  un f in  santo y sublime 
10s hombres t e  nccesiten, Dios sabrri sacarte del seno de las olas.. . . 
Mientras tanto, a11i no h a r i s  el mal, no torcerris el derecho, no fomen- 
tarris avaricias! . . . 
Burgos was clearly a source of inspiration for Rizal. Rizal in 
fact dedicated this particular novel to Fathers Burgos, G6mez 
and Zamora: 

A LA MEMORIA de 10s Pi.es'Giteros don Mariano G6mez (85 aiios) 
don Jose Burgos (30 aiios) y don Jacinto Zamora (35 aiios) ejecutados 
en el patibulo de Bagumbayan el 28 de Febrero de 1872. 

La Religi6n, a1 negarse ri degradaims, ha  puesto en duda el crimen 
que se 0s ha  imputado; el Gobierno, a1 rodear vuestra causa de misterio 
y sombras, hace, creer en algdn error, comztido en momentos fatales, y 
Filipinas entera, a1 venerar vuestra memoria y llamaros mrirtires, no 
reconoce de ningvna manera vuestra culpabilidad.. . (Gante, 1891) 

So great was Burgos' influence upon Rizal's thinking that, as 
Rizal himself tells us, i t  was Burgos' martyrdom and that of his 
fellow priests that dissuaded Rizal from becoming a Jesuit 
priest himself. In a letter to Mariano Ponce " y  CompalZeros 
de 'La Solidaridad' " which Rizal wrote from Paris on 18 April 
1889, he says: 

Por  lo demris, to80 esto es fatal,  y si bien hay  que sentirlo como una 
desgracia privada, hay que aplaudirlo como un bien general. Sin 1872 
no habria ahora ni Plriridel, ni Jaena, ni Sancianco ni existirian las  
valientes y generosas colonias filipinas en Europa;  sin 1872, Rizal 
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seria ahora jesuita y en vez de escribir Noli m e  ta'lzgere, habria escrito 
lo contrario. A la vista de aquellas injusticias y crueldades, niiio ail11 
se despertb mi imaginaci6n y jurC ifedicarme a vengar algGn d i r  Q 
tantas  victimas, y con esta idea he ido estudiando y esto se  puede leer 
en todos mis trabajos y escritos: Dios me dark ocasi61i alg6n dia de 
llevar a cab0 mi promesa.' 

The manuscripts in our possession are in good condition. 
I t  is our hope to publish some of them-those that seem to be 
of general interest. We shall describe the individual manu- 
scripts as we come to publish them either in their original 
Spanish text or in English translation. 

In  his manuscript work entitled Mare Magnum d sea mis 
riltimas memorzas, Burgos says that, although he had no hopes 
of seeing his works published in his lifetime, he hoped that some- 
day someone would edit them for publication. 

Ojalh que 21 dia de maiiana una mano piadosa, quiz& un  com- 
patriota querido, publique estas humildes como sinceras anotaciones ya  
que por mi parte, he perdido la  esperanza de verle, impresa a l d n  d ia  
quizas durante el tiempo que me i-estark de vida en este valle de  lagri- 
mas, hecha para  hacer sufr i r  a1 hombre y de hecho hacer desaparecer 
todo aquello que ataiia a la bondad y el bienestar rTe un pueblo! Asi 
es este mundo.8 

I t  is a privilege, a hundred years later, to fulfill this wish 
of a national hero." 

7 Epistolario Rizalino ed. T .  M .  Kalaw (Manila 1931) I1 166. 
8 Mare rnagmrn prologue, paragraph 2. 
9 I n  a forthcoming issue of this Quarterly, i t  is hope8 to publish 

the text of Leyendas 76 duentos filipinos. In a subsequent issue we hope 
to publish Presagios y vaticinios. 


