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For the Farmer 

Farmers and agricultural institutions will be interested to 
know that efforts like some of those described in the last issue by 
Jeremias U. Montemayor, to bring useful information to the small 
farmer, are  not a twentieth century invention. We have before 
us a magazine called Revista Popular de Filipinus which began 
publication on September 1, 1888 and is described as  semanario 
religioso. I t s  director was D. Baldomero de Hazaiias and its ad- 
ministrador proprietario, D.  Pascual H .  Poblete. 

This weekly is entirely bi-lingual, printed throughout in two 
parallel columns, one in Spanish and the other in Tagalog. Its 
purpose was primarily religious but i t  endeavored also to com- 
municate other useful information to  the people: maiiga ea- 
runuGgang paquiquinabafigan ng bayan. 
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This useful information included, in the volume which we 
have seen, a series of articles on agriculture. Nearly every issue 
had a long discussion (in Spanish and Tagalog) of some agricul- 
tural subject. Three articles discussed the cultivation of the pea- 
nut ;  five the cultivation of cotton; two were about indigo; and 
finally two were about tobacco. 

In  our era of emphasis on the farmer and on the need to 
help him in his problems, the information that a Catholic weekly 
of Manila almost seventy years ago was talking to the farmer 
in his own language is very interesting. 

Communit~ Schools 

Mount Carmel Parish 
Talisayan, Misamis Oriental 
Sept. 26, 1955 

Dear Father Editor: 

In his excellent book review (PHILIPPINE STUDIES, Sept. 1955), 
Father Frederick Fox expresses a concept of the so-called "com- 
munity school" which, I think, qualifies him for a further study 
of this question, and I would like to suggest that you ask him to 
undertake such a study for PHILIPPINE STUDIES. Such a study un- 
dertaken by one of Father Fox's ability and training would, I 
think, prove enlightening to educators like himself who think of 
schools only in terms of that kind of school which aims a t  the 
development of the individual, and would greatly benefit a much 
neglected sphere of Catholic education. 

Actually, the Catholic Church is operating two kinds of sch,ools. 
One kind, the kind which educators commonly think of as  schools, 
aims a t  the development of the individual. The other kind aims 
a t  the development of a specific community. These two kinds of 
school are not in opposition to one another but are complementary 
to one another and Father Fox rightly repudiates the idea of hav- 
ing one supplant the other. Both are necessary, neither can be 
considered superior to the other; they are merely different. And 
the Catholic "community school' of which I speak is not the same 
as the public school system's "community school" which Father 


