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Quezon City: University of the Philippines Press, 2012. 228 pages.

Carlos Madrid’s Flames of Baler is based on his dissertation in the
Universidad Complutense de Madrid. The book zeroes in on the town of
Baler, the last town under Spanish control to fall to Filipino forces during
the Philippine revolution. Baler, capital of present-day Aurora province,
was part of the now-defunct politico-military district of Principe in the late
nineteenth century. The opening chapter provides the geographical and
socioeconomic backdrop for late-nineteenth-century Baler by analyzing
the town’s principalia class. The book gives a blow-by-blow account of the
armed engagements between Filipino revolutionary forces and the Spanish
colonial army in Baler, from September 1897 to June 1899, at which point
the Spanish forces under 2nd Lt. Martin Cerezo finally surrendered, even as
the Philippine-American War was already being waged throughout Luzon.
It narrates the struggles of the revolutionaries under Emilio Aguinaldo to
capture the last Spanish stronghold and Spanish efforts to defend it until
2 June 1899, despite the fact that the Philippines had already been ceded
to the US under the Treaty of Paris of December 1898. Although mainly
a politico-military history, the book provides valuable information on the
impact of revolution and war on the everyday lives of ordinary people in and
around Baler. The work is based on a wide array of primary sources found in
archives in the Philippines and Spain, which the author lists down toward
the end of the book. Former Sen. Edgardo Angara, a native of Baler, gives
the foreword to the book.
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