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Contributors 

GEMINO H. ABAD, poet, fictionist, and literary critic, is professor emeritus at 
the University of the Philippines. 

M l m  D. AGUILAR, poet in English, Pilipino, and Ilonggo, and essayist, teaches 
in the Department of English and Comparative Literature, University of the 
Philippines. Her sixth collection of poems, Journty: A n  AutobiograpLy in Verse 
(1964-1995), was published in 1996. 

JUANIYO ARCELLANA, poet and fictionist, is an editor at the Philppine Star. 
He has published two books of poetry and short fiction. 

ROMULO P. BAQUIRAN JR., poet, teaches in the College of Arts and Letters, 
University of the Philippines, and is a director of the Unyon ng mga 
Manunulat sa Pilipinas. His Mga Tula ng Paglusong (1992) and Onyx (2003) 
won Palanca and National Book of the Year awards. 

DONNA L. BATONGBACAL, poet and essayist, is a psychologist at the Ateneo 
Center for Psychological and Educational Assessment. Her works have 
appeared in, among others, the U.S.-based The Literav Review and the 
anthologies Blessings, Blessings at Work and at Play, and Magis: Writings on Faith, 
J y  and Love. 

HERMlNlO S. BELTRAN JR., poet, is director for literary arts of the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines. The author of two trilingual books of poetry, 
Bayambang (1991) and h m l u n q  (2003), he has won awards from the Palanca, 
Institute of National Language, Palihang Aurelio Tolentino, and the National 
Commission for Culture and the Arts. 
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JAIME JESUS U. BORLAGDAN, poet, graduated from the University of the 
Philippines-Diliman with a degree in English Studies, major in creative writ- 
ing. A farmer and Rilke fan, he now writes in Bikol. 

LUIS CABALQUINTO, poet, writes in Bikol, Tagalog, and English. Moon over 
Magarao, his fifth poetry collection, was published in 2004. He resides in Man- 
hattan, New York, but writes mostly in his natal Magarao, Camarines Sur. 

GODE CALLEJA, poet, resides in Ottawa, Canada, and edits Burak, an Dahon 
Panrawitdawit, a poetry international serial in the Bikol language. He has pub- 
lished books of poetry. 

JOSE WENDELL P. CAPILI, poet and essayist, is a Ph.D. candidate at the Austra- 
lian National University and an assistant professor at the University of the 
Philippines-Diliman. He has won awards from Palanca, the Cultural Center 
of the Philippines, and the University of the Philippines, and several interna- 
tional fellowships. His works include A Madness of Birds (1998), Bloom and 
Memoy (2002), and Mabuhq to Beauty! (2003). 

NONON VlLLALUZ CARANDANG, fictionist, teaches literature, Filipino, and the 
humanities at De La Salle University. His works have appeared in various an- 
thologies. Angkan ni Eba (2005) is his first book. 

EUGENIO R. CORPUS Ill, poet, graduated from Mapua institute of Technology 
with a degree in computer engineering. He works for QM Technologies in 
New South Wales, Australia. Some of his works can be read online in Reflec- 
tion Magurine and Makuta Magaene. He also writes song lyrics, which are 
posted in ItsOnlyWords.com. 

CONCHlTlNA CRUZ, poet, is assistant professor in creative writing at the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines-Diliman. She received a Master's degree in Writing 
from the University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on a Fulbright grant. Her 
poems have appeared in Mid-American Review and Indiana Review. 

MA. ASSUNTA C. CUYEGKENG, poet, obtained her doctorate in chemistry from 
the University of Regensburg, Germany. A teacher by vocation, she has 
taught at the Ateneo de Manila University for almost twenty-two years. She 
writes technical articles, translates Rilke, and edits the science and engineering 
edition of the Lyola Schools Review. 

JOSE Y. DALISAY JR., who writes fiction and nonfiction, teaches English and 
creative writing at the University of the Philippines, where he has served as 
chair of the English department and vice president for public affairs. He has 
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published twelve books. He has been a Hawthornden, David TK Wong, and 
Rockefeller fellow. 

JUN DE LA ROSA, poet, is a member of peaksA, a creative writing organiza- 
tion. His works have been published in The Philippines Free Press, Graphic, 
Panorama, the UP Likbaan Book o f  Poeby and Fiction, and a few international 
literary journals. 

RICARDO M. DE UNGRIA, poet, is chancellor of the University of the Philip- 
pines in Mindanao, a member of the Committee on Literary Arts of the 
National Commission on Culture and the Arts, and president of the Davao 
Writers Guild. Pidgin Lvitations: Poetic/Cbroma Texts 1981-1989 is his latest 
book of poetry. 

ALAlN RUSS DIMZON, poet, teaches at the Special Program for the Arts of the 
Iloilo National High School and writes for The Visqas  Examiner and Panq 
News. He has translated literary and technical works and presidential speeches 
from English to Hiligaynon. He has long been engaged in micro-silvi-orchard 
farming. 

GlLDA CORDERO-FERNANDO is a multiawarded writer, publisher, and producer 
of theatrical shows. Constantly reinventing herself, she has recently ventured 
into watercolor painting. 

REGGY C. FIGER, poet, teaches at the Far Eastern University and is a Ph.D. 
Communication student at the University of the Philippines-Diliman. He is 
a freelance writer and researcher, and also a part-time stage actor. 

LUIS H. FRANCIA, poet, teaches at New York University's Asian/Pacific/Ameri- 
can Program and Institute. His works include Eye oftbe Fish: A Personal A r -  
chipelago, winner of the 2002 PEN Open Book and the 2002 Asian American 
Writers' awards. Museum of Absences (2004) is his most recent book. 

JOSE MARIO C. FRANCISCO, S.J., poet, teaches theology, philosophy, and lit- 
erature at the Loyola School of Theology and Ateneo de Manila University. 
He holds the Gasson Chair for 2005-2006 at Boston College. 

CRlSTlNA PANTOJA HIDALGO, writer of fiction and creative nonfiction, teaches 
literature and creative writing at the University of the Philippines-Diliman, 
where she is vice president for public affairs and has served as director of the 
Institute of Creative Writing and the University of the Philippines Press. She 
has published more than twenty books and received numerous awards. 
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SID GOMEZ HILDAWA, poet, visual artist, and architect, is manager of the 
Visual, Literary, and Media Arts Department of the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines, and a member of the Alon poetry collective. He is pursuing a 
Ph.D. Literature degree at De La Salle University. 

JOY ICAYAN, who writes fiction occasionally, is currently a psychology student 
at the University of the Philippines-Diliman. 

NEAL IMPERIAL, poet, is director of the Pacific and the South Asia divisions 
of the Department of Foreign Affairs. He has served as consul in Vancouver, 
Canada, and was head of the political section of the Philippine embassy in 
Jakarta, Indonesia, during the eventful years 1998 to 2000. 

ARKAYE KIERULF, poet, is a senior chemistry student at the Ateneo de Manila 
University. He has been a fellow of two national writers' workshops (Ateneo 
de Manila and University of the Philippines), and a recipient of the Loyola 
Schools Award for the Arts. 

JOHN LABELLA, poet, is pursuing doctoral studies in English at Princeton 
University. His Bachelor's and Master's degrees in Literature are from the 
Ateneo de Manila University. His poems have won prizes from the Palanca 
and the Philippines Free Press Literary Awards. 

NICOLAS LACSON, fictionist, graduated from the Ateneo de Manila University 
in 2005 with a Bachelor's degree in the Humanities, magna cum laude. He is 
a recipient of the Mulry Award for Literary Excellence, the Loyola Schools 
Award for the Arts, and the Raul Locsin Award for Student Journalism. 

GABRIELA LEE, poet, fictionist, and editor, graduated from the University of 
the Philippines-Diliman with a degree in creative writing. She has been a fel- 
low for poetry in English in three national writers' workshops: University of 
the Philippines, Iligan, and Dumaguete. 

ELYNIA S. MABANGLO, poet, is full professor at the University of Hawaii and 
coordinator of the Filipino and Philippine Literature Program. In 1995 she 
was the first Filipina to receive the Palanca Hall of Fame Award. Two of her 
poetry books won the National Book Award: Mga Libam ni Ping (1990), 
and Mesa Para sa Isa (2003). 

REAGAN ROMERO MAIQUEZ, poet and fictionist, teaches Filipino and literature 
at the Mapua Institute of Technology. He was editor and marketing director 
of Silangan Sbimbun, a Filipino broadsheet in Japan. He is pursuing a M.A. 
in Philippine Studies at the University of the Philippines-Diliman. 
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CONNIE J. MARAAN, fictionist, edits the publications of the Social Develop- 
ment Research Center of De La Salle University, where she has also taught 
fiction. She held the Henry Lee Invin Chair in Creative Writing at the Ateneo 
de Manila University. She is the author of Transient: Stories 1777-1774. 

VIM NADERA, poet, fictionist, playwright, essayist, and novelist, is assistant profes- 
sor at the College of Arts and Letters, University of the Philippines, where he is 
pursuing Ph.D. in Philippine Studies and serves as director of the lnstitute of 
Creative Writing. He is secretary general of UMPII, and sits in the National Com- 
mission on Culture and the Arts Committee on Literary Arts. He has researched 
on the use of poetry as therapy. 

FRAN NG, fictionist and children's book illustrator, taught English at the 
Ateneo de Manila University and was editor-in-chief of Real Living magazine. 
Three of her children's books have won the National Book Award. The 
Brothers Wu and the Good Luck Eel was first in the Palanca. She received 
Ateneo's Mulry Award for Literary Excellence in 1996. 

JOEY OGATIS, poet, teaches literature and Filipino at the University of the 
Philippines-Manila. He obtained his B.A. in English Studies and M.A. in Fili- 
pino Creative Writing from the University of the Philippines-Diliman. He is 
executive creative director of Iskolar Gear. 

WILL P. ORTIZ, fictionist and poet, teaches in the Filipino Department of the 
University of the Philippines-Diliman. 

JEMA M. PAMINTUAN, poet, is teaching in the Filipino Department, Ateneo de 
Manila University, and working toward a Ph.D. in Philippine Studies at the 
University of the Philippines-Diliman. She has published critical essays and 
reviews in Bulawan: Journal of Philippine Arts and Culture, Humanities Diliman, 
and Philippine Studies. 

R. TORRES PANDAN, poet and fictionist, is dean of the College of Law of the 
University of St. La Salle and a partner in a law firm in Bacolod City. He was 
a fellow at two writers' workshops (Silliman and University of the Philip- 
pines) and a senior fellow at the University of St. La Salle Iyas Creative Writ- 
ing Workshop. 

CHUCKBERRY J. PASCUAL, fictionist, is in the M.A. in Philippine Studies pro- 
gram at the University of the Philippines-Diliman, where he obtained the 
B.A. in Creative Writing. He was a fellow in three national writers' workshops: 
University of Santo Tomas, Ateneo de Manila University, and the University 
of the Philippines. 
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WILFRED0 0 .  PASCUAL JR., who writes creative nonfiction, is cloistered in a 
Buddhist monastery in Thailand, where, eleven years ago, he moved to work 
as publications officer of the Southeast Asia Ministers of Education Organi- 
zation (SEAMEO). In 2002, he attended a New York University summer 
workshop and, in 2003, was a Breadloaf work study scholar. 

VICTOR PE~ARANDA, poet, works in the Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan. He 
started writing poetry as a student at the Ateneo de Manila High School, and 
was actively involved with Philippine nongovernmental organizations. 

ALLAN POPA, poet, teaches in the Filipino Department of the Ateneo de 
Manila University. The author of six books, he received National Book 
Awards for Poetry for Morpo (2001) and Samsara (2002), and the Philippines 
Free Press Literary Award for poetry in 1998-1999. 

SAM PRUDENTE, poet, works as marketing officer and human resource man- 
agement and development training officer in Iloilo City. He grew up in Papua 
New Guinea and Guam, but returned to the Philippines to rediscover his 
roots. He studied Biology and Performance in Theater Arts at the University 
of the Philippines-Diliman. 

NONILON V. QUEANO, playwright, poet, and fictionist, has a Ph.D. in Com- 
parative Literature and teaches in the Department of English and Compara- 
tive Literature of the University of the Philippines-Diliman. He is also a 
songwriter and a kulintang musician for Kinding Sindaw, a New York-based 
Filipino American cultural performing troupe. 

CYMBELINE REFALDA-VILLAMIN, poet and essayist, is supervising science re- 
search specialist at the Science and Technology Information Institute and a 
contributor to HomeLjc, magazine. She obtained her Master's degree in Litera- 
ture from the Ateneo de Manila University. 

JOSE EDMUNDO OCAMPO REYES, poet, has degrees from the Ateneo de Ma- 
nila University and Columbia University. His poems have appeared in Philip- 
pine- and US.-based journals such as Curacoa, Diliman Review, Hudson Review, 
Michigan Quarter4 Review, Natural Btidge, and Philippines Free Press. 

AGUSTIN MARTIN G. RODRIGUEZ, poet, is associate professor of philosophy at 
the Ateneo de Manila University. He has published research on social and 
political philosophy and studies on democratization and the political culture 
of the marginalized. 

JOSEPH T. SALAZAR, poet, is instructor in the Filipino Department, Ateneo 
de Manila University. He is currently on a Nippon Foundation's Asian Public 
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Intellectuals Fellowship, probing the cinematic spaces of Indonesia and 
Thailand. 

EDGAR CALABIA SAMAR, poet and fictionist, has received Palanca awards for 
his poetry (2002 and 2004) and future fiction (2003), PBBY-Salanga Writer's 
Prize for his children's stories (2002 and 2004), and the Gawad Surian sa Tula 
for "Kung Bakit Tayo Nakikinig sa Alamat" (2004). 

RENATO L. SANTOS, poet, recently retired as a banker. He is an alumnus of 
the Ateneo de Manila University (A.B. Economics, 1963, cum laude) and a 
Palanca awardee for Filipino poetry (2004). 

VINCENZ SERRANO, poet, has coordinated the undergraduate program in Lit- 
erature of the English Department, Ateneo de Manila University, since 2003. 
He earned his Master's degree in English Studies: Creative Writing from the 
University of the Philippines-Diliman in 2002. 

EMENIANO ACAlN SOMOZA JR., aka M. N. Yano, writes creative nonfiction and 
is a copywriter. A disciple of Ayn Rand, he considers himself a romantic 
objectivist. 

R A M ~ N  C. SUNICO, poet, editor, translator, and book designer, manages 
Cacho Publishing House. He is the current National Fellow for Poetry of the 
University of the Philippines Creative Writing Center, and was recently 
awarded the Gawad Alagad ni Balagtas by the Writers' Union of the Philip- 
pines. 

ROLAND0 B. TOLENTINO, who writes fiction and creative nonfiction, is acting 
director of the Film Institute at the University of the Philippines, where he 
was a former associate for fiction of the Institute of Creative Writing. He has 
published and co-edited books of fiction and critical essays on film and 
popular culture. 

YAVANNA VALDELLON, poet and fictionist, has taught a t  the 
Department of English, Ateneo de Manila University, where, in 2002, she 
graduated with a degree in Creative Writing. She won the Maningning Miclat 
Award for Poetry in 2003 and the Palanca's first prize in poetry for Casual Ties 
in 2004. 

CHARLIE SAMUYA VERIC, poet, critic, and translator, begins his doctoral stud- 
ies at Yale University in the Fall semester of 2005. He co-edited with Alice 
Guillermo Sun' at Sipat: Araling Ka Amado. 

ALVIN B. YAPAN, fictionist, is instructor in the Filipino Department, Ateneo 
de Manila University, and a Ph.D. student, Philippine Studies, at the Univer- 
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sity of the Philippines-Dilirnan. His short stories have won Palanca awards in 
1997, 2002, and 2003. He was a fellow in three writers' workshops: two by the 
University of the Philippines, and the first Heights. 

LAWRENCE LACAMBRA YPIL, poet, is pursuing a Master's degree in English- 
Literary and Cultural Studies at the Ateneo de Manila University, where he 
also teaches poetry and writing. His poems have appeared in a number of 
local and overseas publications and anthologies. 

KRlP YUSON, poet, fictionist, essayist, biographer, writer of stories for chil- 
dren, travel writer, and playwright-L~to, Linis, Laba (2005) is a full-length 
play in Filipino-teaches poetry and fiction at the Ateneo de Manila University, 
writes a column for T h e  Phih)pine Star, and serves as chair of UMPIL and as 
member of the Movies and Television Review and Classification Board. The 
author of twenty books, he belongs to the Palanca Hall of Fame. 
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