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A Meeting with MacArthur
20 March 1945

Grant K. Goodman

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the return to the Philippines
of American armed forces under the command of General Douglas
MacArthur, it is appropriate to note the existence of what may well
have been the first written report from the Philippines to the then
brand new American President Harry S. Truman.*

As can be seen below, this document was originally despatched
to the State Department from the American Consul General in Ma-
nila on 21 March 1945 and was transmitted to Mr. Truman on 30
April 1945, less than three weeks after he took office. Evidently Act-
ing Secretary of State Joseph C. Grew realized the very sensitive na-
ture of the report’s contents since he classified it “TOP SECRET” and
admonished the President that it was “for your eyes only.”

Of special interest to the reader of this material is the apparent
idiosyncratic nature of General MacArthur himself. He tells Consul
General Paul Steintorf that the State Department is the only “civil
agency” with which the Army (read MacArthur) can work. More
interesting, however is the observation by the General, especially
in light of his heroic image in the Philippines, that the Common-
wealth Government is “incompetent.” Moreover, we are privy to
MacArthur's poor opinion of President Sergio Osmefia, whom he
describes as “weak and impressionable,” “very timid,” and “unable
to make decisions.” '

Nevertheless, we also get a picture of the General as a fervent
supporter of early Philippine independence, if only to forestall the
reestablishment of civilian U.S. authority with personnel such as E.B.
Hester and ]. Weldon Jones whose presence he had seemingly de-

*Harry S. Truman Library, Papers of Harry S. Truman, President’s Secretary’s Files,
“Memorandum for the President,” 30 April 1945. Top Secret.
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tested during the prewar Commonwealth era. Moreover, we hear of
MacArthur’'s somewhat naive faith in a future prosperous and egali-
tarian Philippines as a result of anticipated “tremendous military
expenditures” by the United States.

Most importantly perhaps for the subsequent MacArthur-Truman
relationship, we perceive clear indications of the General’s seemingly
pervasive paranoia: his description of the Navy as “utterly selfish”
and, in particular, his plea that the Consul General “not spring any
plots behind his back.” This latter concern seems to have plagued
MacArthur throughout his career and, in part at least, was inherent
in his dismissal by Mr. Truman in 1951. One can only speculate, too,
that it may have been this very early report of the General’s unu-
sual preoccupations that, at the outset of his presidency, made Mr.
Truman suspicious of MacArthur's motives and ultimately led the
President to decide that the General was guilty of insubordination.

For Filipinos it is especially significant, in light of MacArthur's
evident support of Manuel Roxas in the 1946 presidential election,
that the General was so disparaging of Sergio Osmefia. It may also
be important to suggest that a MacArthurian rationale for support-
ing almost immediate independence for the Philippines was his de-
sire to prevent the reintroduction into the Islands of civil officials
from the Department of Interior and, accordingly, to maintain his
almost exclusive personal military hegemony in the Philippines.

Also inherent in a report of the nature of this one is the evident
lacuna in what Vice President Truman may have known about the
Philippines or, indeed, what, prior to the death of President Franklin
D. Roosevelt, Truman may have been told about the Philippines. To
date, in the American system, and I believe that a similar situation
exists in the Philippines, the Vice President is only as informed, both
generally and specifically, as the President encourages or, in fact,
permits him to be.

A document such as the one provided here takes on greater im-
portance than might otherwise have been the case. One could pre-
sume, for example, that Acting Secretary of State Grew was, in ef-
fect, “tutoring” Mr. Truman on Philippine matters by selecting this
particular report for his personal perusal. Moreover, given the docu-
ment’s contents, one might also imagine that Secretary Grew might
be seeking to gain precedence for the State Department as opposed
to the Interior Department in future Truman administration policy
determinations for the Philippines.
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; L ) Department of State
N ALbi R Vashington
April 30, 1945
ORAND FOR THE PRESIDENT

The enclosed copy of the first despatch re-
ceived from our Consul General in Manila reporting
his initial interview with General MacArthur is
especially interesting as it discusses some of the
ou;standing problems that we shall face in the
Philippines. I think you woulé find it worthwhile
to read it in its entirety. As personalities come

into the plcture the despatch is of a ton secret

nature and I think it should be for your eves alone.

Josenh C. Grew
Acting Secretary
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EASIIE cory
RO 11543, Sea 3B end DV ¢ (B -
Dept. of Swse ioner, Avg. 10 1078 . Manila, Philippine Islands

[O= DA D ' March <1, 1945 =
No. 1
PP R D,

Subject: Call on General MacArthur

The ﬁonorable
The Secretary of State
¥%¥ashington, D. C.

I have the honor to report that at 10:30 A.M.March 20
I called by appointment on General MacArthur, this being .
my first official call. I discussed with General
MacArthur various matters of considerable interest and
importance, and submit a summary of the conversation.
The conversation lasted considerably more than an hour
and covered a very wide range of subjects, I am in-
cluding only the more important and significant state-
ments of General MacArthur, omitting reference to -per-
sonal matters or to the exchange of the usual amenities.

General MacArthur greeted me very cordially, and
stated that he was very happy that I had been selected
for the Manila position, since he had been afruid that
someone might be sent who had no local knowledge, or
appreciation of local conditions. General MacArthur
said that he hac selected as quarters for the Coasulate
General tie building at 1570 Arlegui, which was formerly
cecupied by the Germun Consulete. He expressed the
o»inion that this building would be adequate for our
neegs, ané possibly suitable for a diplomatic establish-
ment.

General MaciArthur stated frankly that he had at
first opposed the re¢establichment of auny civilian agen-
cles in the Philippines, including the Consulate; but
thzet he had agreed to our coming here owing to the
great need for our services with respect to citizenship,
repatriation, welfare of Americans, and relaztions with
other nationcls. He sald that the State Department was
the only eivil agency with which the Army could sork
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Concerning civil government, General HacArthur
stated that it was his desire to withdraw from civil
affairs as quickly as possible, and to confine his
activities to "purely military affairs®. He saic that
he was opposed to military control of civil affairs,
and did not want to see a military government estab-
lished in the Philippines. He implied, however, that
1t would continue to be necessary for the Army to
exercise considerable supervision over ¢ivil government,
since this country was destined to become the principal
staging area for the Pacific war, with possibly a
million American troops stationed here. Military
security would demanc extensive Army supervision over
civil government. General YacArthur made it very clear
that up to the present time practically all important
decislions with respect to the local government had been
made by the Aray; although great care had been taken to
ensure that the nominal authority for enforcement was
given to the Commonwealth Government. He stuted thut
he had avolded any appearance of dictating to the Common-
wealth Government, and that matters had been handled very
tactfully, protecting .the political interest and self
respect of the Filipino officials.

General dacArthur stated bluntly that the existing
Commonwealth Government was "incompetent" and unable to
handle the many pressing problems. He urged me-to es-
tablish friencly relations with the local Government as
quickly as possible, and to advise and assist them in
every way. He said that they very badly needed direction,
but that such direction must be handled with extreme tact,
ané without any appearance of éictation. I said thut I
was fully aware of that canger, and would certainly
avold any such mictake. I added¢ that I would be glad to
be of help, but that I did not conceive it my duty to
attempt to actually narticipate in the local Government.

&eneral YacArthur saild that he was eabnu.iastically
in favor of the plan to grant indepencence to the
Philippine I clands on August 13, 1945. He implied thut
he had originated the slan, ané would support it fully.
He said that when President JOsmena left, he was entirely
in favor of the plan, but thut he vas weak and impres-
€ionable, ané might falter when subjected to the
influence of Mr. Hecter, Secretary Ickes, ané others in
Washington. General MacArthur said he had coasiderable
gifrfirculty woriidng with President Ocmena, c<ince he was
very timic, and seemed unuble to maize decisions. He
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sal¢ that he had told President Osmenz to remain in
“ashington until he obtained a definite promise of in-
dependence, and tlie necessary. economic concessions from
the American Covernment. IHe had told President Osmena
that it would probebly be necessary for him to make
various concessions to the American sugar industry and
other American economic interests, in order to obtain
his objective. General MacArtlmr failed to mention the
project for continuance of free trade between the two
countries for 20 years after indepeandence, but appeared
to favor it in that he did say that economic assistance
would be necessary for a considerable period.

General MacArthur saic that he was unalterably
opposed to the reestablishment of thie offices of the
High Commissioner in the Philinpines. He felt tliat the
activities of the High Commissioner would be essentially
obstructive, and totally unnececsary in view of the
nending early incdependence of the country. He appecred
to be particularly oppoeed to Mr. Hester, whom he con-
sicdered a confirmed anc well knovn exponent of contin-
ued depencence for the Philippines, and & person. who had
made himself unecceptable to the Filipinos because of
his dictatorial ané¢ contemptuous treatment of them.
General dacArthur is also opposed to the reestablishment
of other American ecivil government agencies, except the
Ctate Department, mentioning the 1reasury Departament
particularly. General idacArthur appeared to be under
the impression that the Treasury Denartment decired to
send Weldon Jones here. He suié that he .was opposed to
this, since Jones, Hester and others wanted to come here
solely for their owm perconal aggrandisement..

General MacArthur said.that the American Embassy
should be established here immediately after indepencence.
In his opinion, the Ambassador should be & carceer diplo-~
mat «n¢ not a politician, since the former would be
better qualified¢ to hancle delicate, involved political
nepotiations. He said that he would be very glad to have
ne oceupy the position, an¢ that he would support my cun-
didaecy to the best of his ability. I hastily disclaimed
any such ambitions, stating thuat I felt [ was not quali-
| fiec, but that I did hope to become a part of the diplo-
matic establishment, anc¢ to utilize what knowledge I
nossessec to nronote friendly reiztions between the Unzted
States and: the Phillppines. -

General Mac/irthur exsressed the opinion that as a
result of the war, the Philinpines would huve a totally
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new econoy . He felt that the country would becoire more
prosperous than at any time in the past, owing solely

to the tremendous American military expenditures. Ile
felt that the wealth voulc be much more widely distri-
buted, since these military expenditures would go
directly to the common people in return for. labor and
similar services. He felt that the old economy whereby

a small wealthy groun dominated the country and exploited
the common neople would not be reestablished. He felt
that many of the former Philippine industries were
cdoomed, clthough he did not mention any specifically.

He thought that it woulé be & Filipino, rather thin an
international economy, vhiclh would appear to iwmply tha
American economic interests would be consicerably leg
extensive than in the past. 8

General MacArthur sa2ic¢ that he thought that the
damuge in Manila would probably amount to about
R750,000,000. He was confident that Menila would be
rebuilt, but somevhct dubious as to whether the Filipinos
could be entrusted with the expenditure of such a large
sum. He appurently had rezched no decision as to how
the expenditure of these funds should be administered.

On behalf of the Department, I congratulated General
YacArthur on his splendid achievement in liberating the
Philippine Islands, ané in resnonse he said that the
Philippine campaign had gone very well, an¢ that in a
short time it would be confined to a mopving-up gperu-
tion. He said that it might hive been speeded up
except he had »referred to £o slowly in order to save
American lives. General MacArthur appurently stiil re-
tzains some of his resentment against the paucity of
material which huu been furnished his Forces during the
early stuges of the Pacific campaign; although he ad-
mitted thit his Forces are now adequately suppiied.
General MacArtlur toucheé lizhtly on the controvercy
over the commund of the Pacific operations, anc ad-
mitted thut he had some ¢iffercuces with the Navy, which
he charucterized as "utterly selfishv, He appearcd con-
fident that he would be given commaznd of all Americun
Arny Foreces in the Far mast.

Concerning our relztions with the Army, Generaul
Machirthur stated thit he anticipated no friction, and
that I was to deal directly with General Marshall, his
Chief of Staff, brinfing to him any matters which could
not be scttled between us. I ascured him that I saw
no reason for any cferious friction, cince we appeared
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to be entirely agreed on genersl policy. General-
MacArthur made one rather cryptic stutement to the effect
that I would "please not spring any plots behin¢ his back®,
I assumed that he meant that I was not to make any recom-
mendations with respect to basic policy without first
consulting him. I assurec him that I would certainly con-
sult him on any important matters, particularly those

that might affect the Army, directly or indirectly.

Very truly yours,

Paul P. Steintorf,
American Consul General

”

PPE/nfc
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