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A Meeting with MacArthur 
20 March 1945 

. Grant K. Goodman 

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the return to the Philippines 
of American a d  forces under the command of General Douglas 
MacArthur, it is appropriate to note the existence of what may well 
have been the first written report from the Philippines to the then 
brand new American President Harry S. Truman." 

As can be seen below, this document was originally despatched 
to the State Department from the American Consul General in Ma- 
nila on 21 March 1945 and was transmitted to Mr. Truman on 30 
April 1945, less than three weeks after he took office. Evidently Act- 
ing Secretary of State Joseph C. Grew realized the very sensitive na- 
ture of the report's contents since he classified it 'TOP SECRET" and 
admonished the F'resident that it was "for your eyes only!' 

Of spedal interest to the reader of this material is the apparent 
idiosyncratic nature of General MacArthur himself. He tells Consul 
General Paul Steintorf that the State Department is the only "civil 
a g e n q  with which the Army (read MacArthur) can work. More 
interesting, however is the observation by the General, especially 
in light of his heroic image in the Philippines, that the Common- 
wealth Government is "incompetent." Moreover, we are privy to 
MacArthufs poor opinion of President Sergio Osmefia, whom he 
describes as "weak and impressionable," "very timid," and "unable 
to make decisions!' 

Nevertheless, we also get a picture of the General as a fervent 
supporter of early Philippine independence, if only to forestall the 
reestablishment of civilian U.S. authority with personnel such as E.B. 
Hester and J. Weldon Jones whose presence he had seemingly de- 

'Harry S. Truman Library, Papers of Harry S. Truman, Resident's Secretary's Files, 
"Memormdum for the President," 30 April 1945. Top Secret. 
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tested during the prewar Commonwealth era. Moreover, we hear of 
MacArthufs somewhat naive faith in a future prosperous and egali- 
tarian Philippines as a result of anticipated "tremendous military 
expenditures8' by the United States. 

Most importantly perhaps for the subsequent MacArthur-Truman 
relationship, we perceive clear indications of the General's seemingly 
pervasive paranoia: his description of the Navy as "utterly selfish" 
and, in particular, his plea that the Consul General "not spring any 
plots behind his back" This latter concern seems to have plagued 
MacArthur throughout his career and, in part at least, was inherent 
in his dismissal by Mr. Truman in 1951. One can only speculate, too, 
that it may have been this wry early report of the General's unu- 
sual pmcupations that, at the outset of his presidency, made Mr. 
Truman suspicious of MacArthur's motives and ultimately led the 
President to decide that the General was guilty of insubordination. 

For Filipinos it is especially significant, in light of MacArthufs 
evident support of Manuel Roxas in the 1946 presidential election, 
that the General was so disparaging of Sergio Osmeiia. It may also 
be important to suggest that a MacArthurian rationale for support- 
ing almost immediate independence for the Philippines was his de- 
sire to prevent the reintroduction into the Islands of civil officials 
from the Department of Interior and, accordingly, to maintain his 
almost exclusive personal military hegemony in the Philippines. 

Also inherent in a report of the nature of this one is the evident 
lacuna in what Vice President Truman may have known about the 
Philippines or, indeed, what, prior to the death of President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Truman may have been told about the Philippines. To 
date, in the American system, and I believe that a similar situation 
exists in the Philippines, the Vice President is only as informed, both 
generally and specifically, as the President encourages or, in fact, 
permits him to be. 

A document such as the one provided here takes on greater im- 
portance than might otherwise have been the case. One could pre- 
sume, for example, that Acting Secretary of State Grew was, in ef- 
fect, "tutoring" Mr. Truman on Philippine matters by selecting this 
particular report for his personal perusal. Moreover, given the docu- 
ment's contents, one might also imagine that Secretary Grew might 
be seeking to gain precedence for the State Department as opposed 
to the Interior Department in future Truman administration policy 
determinations for the Philippines 



A MEETING WrrH MACARTHUR 

ltluSIlra 
m u u + r  m ~ m - ~ ~  
*d----mlm -d -- Department of Etate  

Piashington 

Apr i l  30, 1945 

IG3ORARCUI1 FOR THE PRESIEENT 

The enclosed copy of t he  f i r s t  despatch re- 

ceived from our Consul General in Yanila reporting 

h i s  i n i t i a l  interview with General l achr thur  is  

espec ia l ly  i n t e r e s t i ng  a s  i t  discusses  soae of the 

outstanding problems t h a t  we s h a l l  face  in the 

Phi l ippines.  I think you would f ind i t  worthwhile 

t o  read i t  in i ts  en t i r e ty .  A s  persona l i t i es  come 

i n t o  the  p ic ture  the  despatch is of a to?  secre t  

na ture  and I t N n k  i t  shoula be f a r  your eyes alone. 

Joseph C. Crew 
Acting Eecretary 
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lEamml C O P Y  
.Qu.U~am03lm1~)r.) 
D l r a r r - r a u n  --- 7 -24.9 

Uanila, Phil ippine Islcnds, 
March d l ,  1945 4 

No. 1 

Subject: C a l l  on General MacArthur 

The Honorable 
The Secretary of S t a t e  

Washington, D. C. @ =a 
Si r :  

I have the honor t o  report  t h a t  a t  10:30 A.I.Yarch 20 
I ca l led  by appointment on General UacArthur, this being 
my first o f f i c i a l  ca l l .  I discussed with General 
MatArthur vurioucl matters of considerable i n t e re s t  and 
importance, rrnd submit a summary of the  convcrsatlon. 
The conversation lasted considerably more than an hour 
and covered a very r i d e  range of subjects .  I am in- 
cluding only the more important and s ign i f i can t  s ta te -  
ments of General YacArthur, omitting reference to-per- 
sonal  matters or  t o  the exchange of the usual amenities. 

General UacArthur greeted me very cordial ly,  and 
s ta ted  t h a t  he was very haapy that I had been selected 
f o r  the Imllcr position, s ince he had been afruid tbt  
someone might be sent  who had no l o c a l  knomledge, o r  
apprecibtion of l oca l  conditions. General Yacllrthur 
said t h a t  he hac selected a s  quar te rs  f o r  the Coasuliite 
Generoi the building a t  1570 Brlegui, which was formerly 
occupied b; the Germu. C ~ ~ r i i l e t e .  He expressed the 
o?inion tha t  tNs bui ld i~ ig  would be. adequate fo r  our 
needs, ant2 possibly su i tab le  f o r  a diplomatic establ ish-  
ment. 

General rackrthur $ti:ted f r m k l y  tha t  he tiad a t  
f i r s t  opposed the ree:'ablishaent of arty c iv i l i an  agen- 
c i e s  i n  the Philippines, includt?g the Consulate; but 
t h a t  he had apreed to  our coming here owing to  t i e  
e r e a t  need for  our services with respect  t o  citizenship, 
repa t r ia t ion ,  welfare of Americans, and re lb t ions  with 
o ther  nationcls. He said t k t  the S t a t e  Deportment was 
the only c i v i l  agency v:lth which the Army could sork 

b 
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Concerning c i v i l  government, General LlacArthur 

s ta ted  tha t  i t  was h i s  des i r e  t o  withdrar from c i v i l  
a f f a i r s  a s  quicklj  a s  possible, and t o  confine his 
a c t i v i t i e s  t o  "purely mi l i ta ry  a f f a i r sn .  He said tha t  
he was opposed t o  ml l i ta ry  cont ro l  of c i v i l  a f fa i rs ,  
and did not  want t o  see a mi l i ta ry  goveruaent estab- 
l i shed  in the Philippines. He implied, however, that  
it would continue t o  be necessary f o r  the A r m y  to 
exercise considerable supervision over c i v i l  government, 
s ince  this C0Untry was destined t o  become the pr r ic ipol  
s taging area  for  the Pac i f i c  bar, r i t h  possibly a 
mil l ion American troops stat ioned here. Military 
secur i ty  would demanc extensive k r w  supervision over 
c i v i l  government. General YacArthur lllilde i t  very c l ea r  
t ha t  up t o  the ?resent time p r a c t i c a l k ~  a l l  importolrt 
decisions with respect t o  the loca l  ~overnment had been 
made by the A m ;  although grea t  care ha8 been taren to  
ensure t h a t  tho nonLorr1 author i ty  fo r  enforcexent bas 
given t o  tlre Commonwealth Government. He stated tht 
he had avoided any appearance of d ic ta t ing  t o  the Couuuon- 
wealth Government, and t h a t  matters had been lwndled very 
tac t fu l ly ,  protecting the p o l i t i c a l  i n t e rec t  an6 self  
respect  of the Fi l ip ino  o f f i c i a l s .  

General YacArthur s t a t e d  bluntly tha t  the existing 
Comaonhealth Government was nincompe tent" ana unable to  
handle the many pressing problems. He urged me-to es- 
t a b l i s h  fr iendly r e l a t ions  91th the loca l  Govenment a s  
quickly a s  ?ossible, and t o  advise and a s s i s t  tnem i n  
every way. He sa id  that they very badly needed ciirection, 
but  t ha t  such d i roc t ian  must be 'handled with extreme tac t ,  
an2 without any appearance of 8 ic ta t ion .  I said that  I 
was f u l l y  orare of t ha t  cangrr,  and rould certainly 
avoid any such mictaica. I added tha t  I would be glad to  
be of help, but that  I d i d  not conceive i t  my duty to  
attempt t o  actual ly par t ic ipa te  in the loca l  Government. 

Q n e r a l  UacArthur saici t ha t  he bas eatnunusiostically 
i n  favor of the plan t o  grant  irrdeaen6ence to the 
Philippinc Ir lands .m Augtst 13, l9b5. He implied tha t  
he had originated the s lan,  an t  would support i t  ful ly.  
He soid that  when President  3smenn l e f t ,  he was ent i re ly  
i11 favor of the plan,  but t l r a t  he was weou ana impres- 
c imablc ,  and micht f a l t c r  wherr subjected to the 
lnfluence of Y r .  Hestrr,  Eecretary I ckcc ,  ant ot t~ers  In 
hashineton. General P~cAr thu r  said he h a  consiaeriible 
d i f f i - r ; l t r  v9r::inl; k i t h  ?resiCent Osnenit, since he nas 
very t i a i d ,  and seemed u . . b l e  t o  nake decisions. He 
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said tha t  he had told President  Osmenr t o  remain in 
C'ashington u n t i l  he obtaineC a d e f i n i t e  promise of in- 
dependence, and t1;e necessary economic concessio,?s from 
the  Anerican Government. IIe ha& told President Osmena 
t h a t  it would probably be necessary f o r  him t o  make 
v a r i ~ u s  concessions t o  the American sugar industry U 
other  American ecanomic in t e re s t s ,  LI order t o  obtain 
h i s  objective. General SIacArtl-aw fa i l ed  t o  aention the 
project  f o r  continuance of f r e e  t rade  between the two 
countries fo r  23 years a f t e r  independence, but appeared 
t o  favor i t  in t l a t  he did say thit economic a s s i s tmce  
r:ould be necessary for  a considerable period. 

General LlacArttm sa i c  t h a t  tre mas unalterably 
opposed t o  t l e  reestablishment of the of f i ces  of the 
High Commissiouer i n  the Philippines. He f e l t  t i a t  the 
a c t i v i t i e s  of the Hibh Co~cmissioner would be esserrt;ially 
obstrtlctive, and to t a l ly  uinecetsnry in view of the 
pending early in&ependence of tne country. He u?peored 
t o  be part icularly op3oeed t o  Ur. Hester, rhom he con- 
sidered a confirmed an2 ivcll knorn exaonent of contin- 
ued depenGcnce fo r  the Phil ippines,  and a person who had 
made h i s e l f  unacceptable t o  the  Fi l ip inos  because of 
h i s  a ~ c t a t o r i a l  ane contemptuous treatment of them. 
General gooArthur i s  a l so  opposod t o  the reestabliohment 
of other American c i v i l  government agencies, except the 
E t a t e  Department, merrtioning the Treasury Deperthent 
p;lrticularly. Gcrreral PacArthur iippvored t o  be under 
the ia?rapsion tha t  the Treasury Deportment derired t o  
send GelZon Jones here. he s t i d  that he was opposed to 
tlxis, since Jones, Hester and others  waited to  cone here 
solely fo r  the i r  oral parconal aEgrandioeaent. 

Genergl Mackrtl~ur s a i l  tho t tlie American Eabassy 
should be ostabllshec! here immediately a f t e r  indepencence. 
I n  h i t  opinion, the hmbassador should be r career diplo- 
nnt ;nC not a pol i t ic ian ,  s ince the former would be 
be t t e r  qu t l i f i cd  to  handle de l ica te ,  ~ i v o l v e d  p o l i t i c a l  
negotiations. He soid t h t  tie rould be very glad t o  have 
ne o c c u ~ j  the pori t ian,  afic t hz t  he vrould support my can- 
didncy to  the best of h i s  a b i l i t y .  I hcistily disclaimed 
any cunll ambitions, s tn  t i n e  tk t I f e l t  I was not quali- 
f lec ,  hut tha t  I d ia  hope to  become a par t  of the diplo- 
an t i c  cstablishnent, o1;6 t~ u t i l i z e  what knowlea~e I 
ooosess?d t o  !>ronotc- fric~idl; '  r r i c t i o r . ~  between the United 
F t.ites an6 the Philip?iner. 

G c n a r ~ l  lduchrthur exsressed the o p m u n  th;t a s  a 
' recul t  sf t l ~ z  v.cr, the Phr l~ !>p incs  would h ~ v e  n to ta l ly  
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nevi econouy. He f e l t  t h a t  the country u:ould beco,ae more 
prosperous than a t  any t i n e  i n  the post, owing solely 
t o  the  tremendous American m i l i t a r j  expenditures. Iie 
f e l t  t h a t  the r ea l th  tould be much more %idel-y d i s t r i -  
buted, s ince tlwse milital=y expenaitwes would go 
d i r ec t ly  t o  the common people in  re turn  f o r  labor and 
s imi lar  services. He f e l t  t i a t  the old economy whereby 
a small wealthy eroup dominated the country anti exploited 
the  comnon people woulC not be r e a s t a b l i s k d .  He f e l t  
t h a t  aany of the former P h i l i g ~ i n e  iuaus t r ie& re re  
doomed, clthough he e i d  not mention any specif ical lf .  
He thought tha t  i t  xould bc c Fil ipino,  rather  t k - n  an 
In terna t ional  ecmomy, s h i a l ~  uoulci hppear t o  imply thii 
American economic i n t e r e s t s  ~ o u l d  be consiZersbly l e r  

7 

extensive than in the w s t .  @ 
General EscArthur sol6 tha t  he thought that  the 9 

damace i n  l a n i l o  would probably amount t o  about 
P750,003,000. He rss conficient t ha t  Nanila wouid be 
r ebu i l t ,  but soncr;kt dubiow a s  t o  sirether the Fi i ipinos 
coulC be entrusted with the e~.penditure of such a l u g e  
sum. He apparently had rczched no decision as to hov: 
the  expenditure of these fut.ds should be administered. 

On behalf of the Deportment, I congratulotea Gencrol 
SacArthur on his splendid achieveaent I n  l ibera t i r~g  the 
Phil ippine Islands, and i n  response he saici that the 
Phil ippine campaign had gone very well, anL' that  in  a 
sho r t  t i ne  it would be confined to  u mopping-up gperk- 
t ion.  He saici tha t  it might hirve been s?ee#ed up 
except he had ?referred t o  ~ . o  slowly in order t o  save 
American l i ve r .  General l n c l ~ r t h u r  appurently s t i i l  re- 
tcins some of h i s  resentment against  thc paucity of 
matex-iel which huti been furnished his Forces during t l ~  
ear ly  s tages of the Pac i f i c  ccnpal(;n; although he ad- 
mitted t1ri.t h i s  Forces a r e  noo adequately suppiled. 
General NacArtlur touchce l i k h t l y  on the controverzy 
over tho comnnnd of tine Paci f ic  operations, and ad- 
mitted tha t  he had some differe:ice: xitlr the Haw,  hhich 
l u  cfl;lrikctcrized as n u t t e r l y  s e l f i s k ~ ~ ~ .  fIe &?prarcG con- 
f ident  th:. t he woule bc [ Ivan comvand of a l l  Ancrican 
Arny Forces i n  the Far Last .  

Concerning our r e l z t iocs  v i t h  the Arw, General 
YacArthur statcci t h ~ t  lie onticl?r tcd no f r ic t ion ,  alld 
t lmt I car, to  deal  d i r cc t ly  b i t h  General Morshcll, h i s  
Chief of S thf f ,  b r i n ~ i n c  to h i3  any matters vrhich could 
not  be se t t led  betv.een u s .  I ascured him that  I saa 
no rerison for  any ccrious f r i c t i on ,  cince we apgeared 
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t o  be en t i r e ly  agreed on general policy. General 
!docArthur mode one rather  c rypt ic  statement t o  the e f f e c t  
t h a t  I would "please not spring any plo ts  b e h i n ~  h is  bacirtt, 
I assumed t h a t  he n e w t  t h a t  I nas not t o  nohe any recom- 
mendstions with respect t o  basic  galicy without f i r s t  
consulting him. I assured him t h a t  I ~ o u l d  certiiinly con- 
s u l t  him on any important matters,  par t icu lar ly  those 
t h a t  might a f f e c t  the Army, d i r ec t ly  or  inc i rcc t ly .  

Very t r u ly  yours, 

Paul P. S t e in tor f ,  
American Consul General 

PPE I nf c 
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