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T H E A Q u I N o A L T E R N A T I V E. Edited by M. Rajaretnam. 
Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 1986. viii, 158 pages. 

Without a doubt the preservation and spread of democracy received a boost 
from the events which resulted in the political exile of Ferdinand E. Marcos 
in February 1986 and the elevation of Corazon Aquino to the presidency of 
the Rcpublic of the Philippines. Although much has already been written 
about the "EDSA revolution." the Aquino Alternative, which is the result of 
a seminar entitled Trends in the Philippines ID" held on 7 June 1986, is 
important both because 6f the distinguished reputations of the participants and 
because of the timeliness and high quality of most of the papers. Among the 
Filipino participants were : Francisco Nemenzo, Jose Ma. Sison, Joaquin 
Bemas, and Luis Villafuerte. 

The first two chapters by Rajaretnam and Nemenzo, respectively, provide 
excellent summaries of the current political crisis. Rajaretnam's chapter 
examines the groups most active in shaping politics in the immediate 
aftermath of Marcos' departure; outlines the major political and economic 
problems facing President Aquino; discusses the nature and extent of 
factionalism in the government and the milim, and addresses the salience of 
the United States-both in terms of U.S. strategic interests and influence in 
the Philippines--to the Aquino administration. Nemenzo's chapter, though 
closely related to Rajaretnam's, focuses on the events surrounding the 
February revolution. Patticularly useful are his analyses of the positions of 
various groups, especially those on the left, toward the Aquino candidacy and 
the extent and nature of factiona!ism in the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP). Nemenzo also eJtamines the roles of the U.S., the Roman Catholic 
Church, and the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) in the election. 
He concludes the chapter with a section on the "Problems and Prospects" of 
the Aquino administration. 

Jose Sison, the founder and former chairman of the CPP, who spent more 
than eight years in jail under Marcos, maintains that the pledge in 1984 by 
Mrs. Aquino (and other opposition leaders) to legalize the CPP is unrealistic 
if the price is the dismantling of the party's military arm, the New People's 
Army (NPA). While more flexible with respect to the possibility of a 
negotiated ceasefm between the NPA and the AFP, Sison argues that best 
prospects for a "lasting ceasefm" lie "with the formation of a coalition 
government" (p. 63) that includes the CPP. Under such a coalition he 
envisions the integration of the NPA into the AFP. Sison's analysis is 
premised on a belief that the semicolonial and semifeudal socioeconomic and 
political system of the Philippines is in rapid disintegration and that the 
revolutionary forces led by the CPP are growing significantly in size and 
strength. Although Sison avers that the B P  and its affiliates will support 
the Aquino government against "anti-national and antidemocratic" elements if 
the government continues to cooperate with "all patriotic and progressive 



forces," @. 62) he avoids any analysis of the party's miscalculation of 
Aquino's popularity and the desire to return to democracy as indicated by the 
outcome of the snap presidential election. 

Although Nemenm touches on the role of the church briefly, Joaquin 
Bernas provides an excellent summary of the genesis and morphology of 
church-state conflict during the final years of the Marcos regime. The roots 
of the conflict originated in documents of Vatican II and subsequent papal 
encyclicals that expressed the church's preferential option for the poor. 
Implementation of church programs for the poor that stressed social action 
and social justice imeasingly resulted in conflict with the government and 
military. Bemas cites statements from the Catholic Bishops' Conference of 
the Philippines to underscore the church's campaign against injustice, which 
resulted in clashes with the Marcos regime, and he ably defends the church's 
role as basically moral and religious, not political. 

The chapters by Jose Almonte on the military, by Arturo Tolentino on the 
"new" apposition, and by Luis Villafuezte on the economy are less 
informative in terms of the February revolution or of the immediate political 
future. G e n d  Almonte discusses various styles of military leadership in 
FWippine history and concludes that the new emerging model is "spiritually- 
oriented" and that the social character of the new AFP is "Godcentered and 
people-oriented" @p. 83-84). However, the mention of Juan Ponce Enrile as 
"deeply spiritual in orientation" @. 83) in the same sentence with Coramn 
Aquino, Cardinal Sin, and Cardinal Vidal raises questions about the general's 
analysis. Tolentinots chapter deals almost exclusively with the opposition 
role of the Kilurang Bagong Lipwran (KBL), but was not very informative. 
That the paper lacked substance is not suprising given the fact that Tolentino 
was a key figure in an abortive coup d'etat just a month after the conference 
which he was unable to attend-resulting in this book being held up. The 
chapter by Villafuerte summarizes the ecanomic and political problems facing 
the Aquino administration and briefly outlines ten major steps the govern- 
ment needs to take in order to stabilize and reinvigorate the economy. A 
more detailed explanation of how the ten major steps are to be accomplished 
would have been useful. 

The book concludes with a question and answer section that further 
elaborates issues raised or overlooked in the substantive chapters. Although 
the final section is uneven, taken as a whole it is worth reading. The same is 
me as well of the book. 
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