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BOOK REVIEWS 739
THE PHILIPPINES IN CHANGE

MODERNIZATION: ITS IMPACT IN THE PHILIPPINES. IPC
Papers No. 4. W. F. Bello and M. C. Roldan, eds. Quezon City:
Ateneo de Manila University Press, 1967, 133 pp.

In an era when initial words and acronyms are standard features
of conversation, social scientists and those attracted to the setudy of
Philippine society and customs have come to think of “IPC” with a
special and positive regard. The newest publication of the Institute of
Philippine Culture, Papers No. 4, is sure to enhance such a reputation.

In a sense, IPC No. 4 is a preview of coming attractions, being the
preliminary technical reports of three research projects, plus a sum-
mary of the Peace Corps study (completed in 1966) and suggestions,
gleaned from the experience of the field researchers in that study, ap-
plicable to future social scientists using survey techniques in the rural
Philippines. IPC No. 4 is evidence that previews can prove interesting
and even add substantially to the reader’s knowledge of the field.

The reader is advised, however, to consider each individual study
in the booklet on its own merits (which are many), rather than hope
for a closely-reasoned representation of the process of modernization
in its impact in the Philippines. The common thread which runs
through the research projects is “some aspect of the Philippines under-
going change”, but this thread is not so prominent as to affect the total
pattern—a mozaic~—woven by the contributions.

The newest element in IPC No. 4 is the lively influence of an edi-
torial pair, Walden F. Bello and Maria Clara Roldan, who are seeking
“to crystallize a style, a unique personality for the IPC Papers”. Their
own thoughts and hopes for this identity are revealed:—"“in content,
provoking, and of both general and professional interest; in language,
intelligible, yet precise; in style, daring yet maintaining a continuity
with tradition”. Such editorial goals, when implemented, can lead
these papers beyond the personalities and styles of the contributing
social scientists (no mean accomplishment when one considers “anthro-
pologists I have known”, for instance). A distinctive editorial identity
for the IPC Papers, such as is displayed here, is desirable on several
counts: for literary style running throughout the series; for “the local
touch” provided by running the data through the “cognitive maps”
in the minds of the Filipino editors (eight out of nine contributors are
Americans); for the creative results which often issue from the inter-
play of scientific and literary minds—the “uneasy truce between con-
tributing social scientists and the editors”, which Bello and Roldan
mention in their Preface. Mabuhay to such truces!

Stone’s brief report, Private Transitory Ownership of Public Pfop;
erty: one key to understanding public behavior: I—the driving game
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wins the readability rating of the 16t 4and represents a strong vote in
favor of the flesh and blood, imptreséionistic (in the positive sense)
school of anthropological research and reporting. Stone is the Owcar
Lewis of IPC #4.

Taking as his key coricept Edward T. Hall’s theory of cultural
use of space (proximics), Stone presents evidence that the Filipino
views public spaee—through the lenses provided by this culture—as
an area of his personal ownership while he is passing through it. Whe-
ther the motion of “passing through” is walking or driving a vehicle
makes little difference. Add to this cultural viewpoint Lito’s (the com-
posite figure of the typical taxi driver) “bawdy joie de vivre and sense of
the ridiettlous,” plus Stone’s contentioh that Lito views life as a series
of contests of games, dnd the fesult is ah insight into Philippine tatiana
ard towd-life, likely to Be supportéd by the rider public. At a time
whien divdiderations of rtional sensitivity are leiding sothe notn-Filipine
aoclil scientists to recast and soft ppeddl their findings on values and
perdonality types, it is refreshihg to knbw that hore, at least, is oA%
Stone unturnéd by such préssures.

The Phﬂgmme participsition in &hd contrdl of the Atemeo Penn
State Wasic Research Program, “supportsd though it is zely by
United Statés funds” is explhined By Fr. Lyhch in the Iht uction:

Both the research activities and public behavior of all pro-
ject directors (Americans and, when we hive thém, Filipinos)

are subject to review by the IPC’s Policy Committee, the ma-

jority of whom are Filipinos. If the Committee judges that a

projéct dirbetor clearly frritates, or is vety likely sdon Yo ivri-

tite, Philippihe-Ambrican relations By his condict, it iay,
should he refube Yo heed its tithely adbhition, withdraw the

Pibgraim’s spoiiofship of his projéct. For while everyotte who

takés part in the Program has all the usSubl assoratices that

sctétnpany and supPort any ethical Basic restarch—frbedom to
anhbunce the doufe of his Fonds, fréodofh to investignte what

he Wants, and freBdoma to publish whitbver he filds—he caniot

éxPoct that Rvo responsible universities will use their own and

Unitéd States Governinent funds to assist hiln in a breach of

international courtesy.

But how is this paragraph to be interpreted? Although the word-
ing clea¥rly centers on the persdn of the docial scientist ahd his conduct,
is this thé real issue? Iihidividuals who are prone to comimit breaches
of iiternational courtesy ought to sthy home, But what of the findings
of sbcinl research which gifvilatly “irritate” the state of Philippinie-
American relations &t the ntoment? Must such resedrch be jettisoned
because it cannot be expected that its supporters would assist in studies
which, however sigiificant in the reabm of scholaiship and humdh un-
déiidanding, might prove eémbarassing to “international courtesy” (or
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mory capdidly to the seli-image of the mation imvalved)? The igpues
involvedd fax sogial scignoe research in the gomtext of new natianglisms
are complex, yet deserving of atiemtion. One can quly rejoice that the
board of censors has not seen fit to stifle Stone and his Private Tran-
sitory Ownership.

As Stane’s contribution ia the most rendahle, Lymch and Makil's
Sociological Surveys in the Rural Philippings: some wggestiona for
interviewers is the most immediaely practical, being a compendium of
uaeful information about “how to” deal with rival factions, the postal
system, attendance at church services, interview timing, Peeping Toms,
and a host of other factors demanding decisions from the interviewer
working in a provincial setting.

The three studies of IPC No. 4 as yet unmentioned form the main
body of the collection, quantitatively speaking, and are sure to stimu-
late interest and discussion on both popular and scholarly levels.
Szanton’s Estancia, Iloilo: town in transition is the contribution which
rests most comfortably under the over-all title given to IPC No. 4. In
the belief that “communities which are rapidly developing or ‘modern-
izing’ under their own efforts ought to yield the best clues to the forms
and processes of change we may ultimately expect (or encourage) in
other more slowly evolving communties”, Szanton initiates this empir-
ical study of Estancia, a municipality undergoing significant economic
development and social change. From his initial work in Estancia,
Szanton presents the hypothesis that the progress there is correlated
with a value shift from the traditional “political” approach (i.e., the
pie of “total wealth” stays the same size, but the goal is to gain a larger
piece of the pie for oneself) to the “productive” approach (in which
the goal is to make the pie itself ever larger). If his current research
bears out this hypothesis, this knowledge should be of great help to all
who are concerned with directed change in the Philippines toward
greater utilization of economic potentials.

Cognitive Mapping in the Tagalog Area, a technical report of con-
tinuing research directed by Frank Lynch and Ronald Himes, has, as
one of its prime virtues, a clear presentation of what the “recently
developed. . .approach which beare the name ethnoscience” really in-
volves. It is in the research on “the cognitive domain of kinship”,
largely the responsibility of Himes, that the reader is led through a
step-by-step tour of this newer methodology. There is ample explana-
tion of the “procedural reasons why” lying behind each technique
utilized in the study.

Emphasis shifts from methodology and preliminary findings in
the summary of the final report on the Philippine Peace Corps Survey.
The conclusions and recommendations of this example of sociologically-
sophisticated self-study on the part of a governmental program provide
provoking, yet interesting, material for meditation. Although the re-
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sults clearly reflect the specific situation of the PCV, they have some-
thing to say- to all who are involved as “senders” or “receivers” of
international aid programs in the Philippines.

IPC No. 4 concludes with a list of Selected IPC Research Projects,
some forty-eight project titles with other pertinent information in-
cluded. Approximately half of these projects are in that limbo between
initial ‘research and completion of published results.

JM GILL





