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Religion, Church and Fertility in the 
Philippines: The BRAC Study Revisited 

Paul W. Mathews 

We the faithful are engaged in battle every day in the bloody dust of 
the amphitheatre where, let us be honest about it, the cool reason of 
theology sounds faint and far away (West 1993). 

Among the various aspects of the socioeconomic environment influ- 
encing fertility, fertility control or the adoption of Family Planning, 
religion has not been considered as important as it may be. Although 
several studies have been undertaken to study fertility behavior by 
religious affiliation, these have generally been conducted among 
multireligious populations and have found variations in fertility 
among different religious groups. But while findings of various stud- 
ies often seem to contradict, overall there is substantial evidence that 
the fertility of Catholics exceeds that of Protestants and other reli- 
gious denominations. 

Nevertheless, of all the variables used in the study of fertility, fer- 
tility control and Family Planning, regardless of which social, eco- 
nomic or demographic model is used, religion has been the most 
neglected. This is especially so in that religion per se has not been 
focused upon, but rather, as just another variable, religion has been 
cross-tabulated with other variables such as education, urban/rural 
residence, or religiosity (e.g. Church attendance). 

But correlations between religions and fertility are simply correla- 
tions, and ignore religion in a generic sense, as an ideological influ- 
ence. While different correlations may suggest or support notions of 
ideological content, this latter aspect in particular needs to be exam- 
ined, for many studies deal more with the relationships between the 
variables rather than with religion in its own right and draw atten- 
tion away from the notion of religion as ideology or culture. 

For abbreviations used, see pp. 101-2. 
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