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Male and Female in Kankanay Songs 

Norma N. Lua 

One of the more compelling voices heard in this age of rapid changes 
belongs to the feminist movement. That this voice reverberates at this 
time of social ferment does not come as a surprise to anyone who 
realizes that, indeed, so much in the institutions which various 
human cultures put up in support of the human being and his or her 
group is grounded on the understanding that these cultures have of 
the differences between the sexes (Mead 1949, 7). This interconnec- 
tion between the male-female question on the one hand and the cul- 
tural and social institutions on the other is the reason why the more 
impressive spokespersons for feminism call for a basic change in the 
entire fabric of society and not for mere equalization of rights. Nev- 
ertheless, there are those who would argue that the concerns of ferni- 
nism dwindle into insignificance, if not irrelevance, when viewed 
against the more pressing problem of basic human survival. This 
argument betrays a vision which fails to see that gender issues are in 
fact rooted in the more basic concern for survival. As Margaret Mead 
observes, survival hinges on the growth of the accuracy with which 
human beings, female and male, are able to judge what they can and 
cannot do (Mead 1949). 

The realization of this fundamental relationship between gender 
issues and basic survival is what lies at the core of the current catch 
phrase-women and development-within whose context debates and 
studies on feminism in Third World countries are usually encour- 
aged. It appears that some people have finally realized that develop 
ment, whatever its definition may be, cannot happen without the 
conscious participation of one-half of any given population, especially 
since this half is actively involved, to say the least, in the two 
circumstances that determine the development of any society: 
production and reproduction. 

This article, a 1991 .UP Diamond Jubilee Professorial Chair Lecture, was originally 
published in Fdio 1, no.1 (1992). It is reprinted with permission of the editors. 






























	art3.pdf
	42-3-04.pdf

